
Dom & Amanda’s 13th Annual Academy Awards Pool
Hello, everyone!
Welcome to our 13th Annual Academy Awards Pool!  Late start as usual, blahblahblah, so don’t wait too long to submit!  Those familiar with the website will find it much the same, and for those who aren’t, it should be pretty self-explanatory, but don’t hesitate to drop us a line if you have any questions.  So get those forms in quickly, and good luck!
Overview:
Fill in the form, picking one nominee from each category.  Categories are assigned different point values.  For each correct prediction, the point value of that category will be added to your score, which will then determine the winners.  The entry fee is $5.  The entry with the highest score will receive 60% of the pot.  Second place will receive 30%, and third place will receive 10%.  In the event of a tie, the total number of categories guessed correctly, regardless of point value, will be used to determine a winner.  If a tie still remains, the tiebreaker question will then be used.  If the tiebreaker question cannot resolve a tie, the following will occur.  In the event of a two way tie for first place, both tied for first will receive 45% of the pot, and third place will receive 10%.  In the event of a three or more way tie for first, the pot will be evenly distributed between the entries tied for first, and no other prizes will be awarded.  In the event of a tie for second place, the winner will receive 60%, and the remainder of the pot will be evenly distributed among those tying for second.  In the event of a two way tie for first and a two or more way tie for second, the two tied for first will receive 45% of the pot each, and those tied for second will split the remaining 10%.

Deadlines:
The deadline this year for all submissions is 11:59 PM, EST on Saturday, March 6th, the day before the ceremony.  Received is defined as in Dominic or Amanda’s hand.  Upon receipt, we will call or E-mail to notify you that your entry is in.  Though the online form hasn’t given us much trouble, there has been a glitch or two in the past, so be certain that you get a response from us.  Fees may be cash, check, money order or PayPal, but a returned check will invalidate the entry.  Entry forms and fees need not be sent at the same time, but both must be received before the deadline for the entry to be valid.  As usual, entries received after the deadline may sneak in if I haven't yet posted the picks spreadsheet, but won't be guaranteed.
Entry Form Instructions:
Fill in your name and phone number.  Clearly mark one selection from each category.  If you do not make a selection in a category, you will not receive any points for that category.  If you mark more than one selection in a category, you will not receive any points in that category.  If you do not fill in the tiebreaker question, you will automatically lose a tiebreaker to any entries with the tiebreaker filled in.

Posting of Entries and Results:
The official Academy Awards Pool website can be found at www.academyawardspool.com, where you can download a form in MS Word format, or you can fill in the online submission form.  Also, we can accept PayPal payments via the website, but please note that we cannot accept PayPal payments that are funded with a credit card.  If you have any questions on this, just let us know.  Otherwise, mailing your payment will, of course, be fine.  Also, as in previous years, the site will display a running tally of the pot value, as well as any other information we find pertinent.  A final update will be made the morning of the ceremony, at which time we’ll post everyone’s picks.  During the ceremony, the standings will be updated live after each category is announced.  Then, a day or two later, we’ll post a wrap-up with some stats and random awards.
Dom and Amanda’s 13th Annual Academy Awards Pool
Name:

Phone:

Address:

Best Picture  (5 points)

“Avatar”


“The Blind Side”


“District 9”


“An Education”


“The Hurt Locker”

“Inglourious Basterds”


“Precious”


“A Serious Man”


“Up”


“Up in the Air”

Best Actor  (4 points)

Jeff Bridges


“Crazy Heart”


George Clooney

“Up in the Air”


Colin Firth


“A Single Man”


Morgan Freeman

“Invictus”


Jeremy Renner


“The Hurt Locker”

Best Actress  (4 points)


Sandra Bullock


“The Blind Side”


Helen Mirren


“The Last Station”


Carey Mulligan


“An Education”


Gabourey Sidibe

“Precious”


Meryl Streep


“Julia & Julia”
Best Supporting Actor  (4 points)


Matt Damon


“Invictus”


Woody Harrelson

“The Messenger”


Christopher Plummer

“The Last Station”


Stanley Tucci


“The Lovely Bones”


Christoph Waltz


“Inglourious Basterds”

Best Supporting Actress  (4 points)


Penélope Cruz


“Nine”


Vera Farmiga


“Up in the Air”


Maggie Gyllenhaal

“Crazy Heart”

Anna Kendrick


“Up in the Air”

Mo’Nique


“Precious”

Best Director  (4 points)

James Cameron


“Avatar”



 
Kathryn Bigelow


“The Hurt Locker”



Quentin Tarantino


“Inglourious Basterds”



Lee Daniels
 


“Precious”




Jason Reitman
 


“Up in the Air”



Best Original Screenplay  (3 points)


“The Hurt Locker”


Mark Boal

“Inglourious Basterds”


Quentin Tarantino

“The Messenger”


Alessandro Camon & Oren Moverman

“A Serious Man”


Joel Coen & Ethan Coen

“Up”




Bob Peterson, Pete Docter, Tom McCarthy
Best Adapted Screenplay  (3 points)


“District 9”


Neill Blomkamp and Terri Tatchell

“An Education”


Nick Hornby

“In the Loop”


Jesse Armstrong, Simon Blackwell, Armando Iannucci, Tony Roche

“Precious”


Geoffrey Fletcher

“Up in the Air”


Jason Reitman and Sheldon Turner
Best Art Direction  (3 points)


“Avatar”





Rick Carter and Robert Stromberg; Kim Sinclair


“The Imaginarium of Doctor Parnassus”

Dave Warren and Anastasia Masaro; Caroline Smith

“Nine”





John Myhre; Gordon Sim

“Sherlock Holmes”



Sarah Greenwood; Katie Spencer

“The Young Victoria”



Patrice Vermette; Maggie Gray
Best Cinematography  (3 points)


“Avatar”





Mauro Fiore

“Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince”

Bruno Delbonnel

“The Hurt Locker”



Barry Ackroyd

“Inglourious Basterds”



Robert Richardson

“The White Ribbon (Das Weisse Band)”

Christian Berger
Best Film Editing  (3 points)


“Avatar”




Stephen Rivkin, John Refoua and James Cameron

“District 9”



Julian Clarke

“The Hurt Locker”


Bob Murawski and Chris Innis

“Inglourious Basterds”


Sally Menke

“Precious”



Joe Klotz
Best Original Score  (3 points)


“Avatar”





James Horner

“Fantastic Mr. Fox”



Alexandre Desplat


“The Hurt Locker”



Marco Beltrami and Buck Sanders

“Sherlock Holmes”



Hans Zimmer

“Up”





Michael Giacchino
Best Animated Feature Film  (3 points)

 
“Coraline”



 
“Fantastic Mr. Fox”



 
“The Princess and the Frog”

 
“The Secret of Kells”



 
“Up”



Best Foreign Language Film  (2 points)


“Ajami”






Israel

“The Milk of Sorrow (La Teta Asustada)”


Peru

“A Prophet (Un Prophète)”



France

“The Secret in Their Eyes (El Secreto de Sus Ojos)”
Argentina

“The White Ribbon (Das Weisse Band)”


Germany
Best Documentary Feature  (2 points)


“Burma VJ”




Anders Østergaard and Lise Lense-Møller

“The Cove”




Louie Psihoyos and Fisher Stevens

“Food, Inc.”




Robert Kenner and Elise Pearlstein

“The Most Dangerous Man in America”

Judith Ehrlich and Rick Goldsmith

“Which Way Home”



Rebecca Cammisa
Best Costume Design  (2 points)


“Bright Star”




Janet Patterson

“Coco Before Chanel”



Catherine Leterrier

“The Imaginarium of Doctor Parnassus”

Monique Prudhomme

“Nine”





Colleen Atwood

“The Young Victoria”



Sandy Powell
Best Sound Mixing  (2 points)


“Avatar”



Christopher Boyes, Gary Summers, Andy Nelson and Tony Johnson

“The Hurt Locker”

Paul N.J. Ottosson and Ray Beckett

“Inglourious Basterds”

Michael Minkler, Tony Lamberti and Mark Ulano

“Star Trek”


Anna Behlmer, Andy Nelson and Peter J. Devlin

“Transformers: Revenge...”
Greg P. Russell, Gary Summers and Geoffrey Patterson
Best Original Song  (2 points)


“Almost There”

“The Princess and the Frog”
Randy Newman

“Down in New Orleans”
“The Princess and the Frog”
Randy Newman

“Paris 36”

“Loin de Paname”

Renhardt Wagner; Frank Thomas

“Take It All”

“Nine”



Maury Yeston

“The Weary Kind”
“Crazy Heart”


Ryan Bingham; T Bone Burnett
Best Live Action Short  (1 point)

“The Door”




Juanita Wilson and James Flynn

“Instead of Abracadabra”


Patrik Eklund and Mathias Fjellström

“Kavi”





Gregg Helvey

“Miracle Fish”




Luke Doolan and Drew Bailey

“The New Tenants”



Joachim Back and Tivi Magnusson
Best Animated Short  (1 point)


“French Roast”




Fabrice O. Joubert

“Granny O'Grimm's Sleeping Beauty”

Nicky Phelan and Darragh O'Connell

“The Lady and the Reaper”


Javier Recio Gracia

“Logorama”




Nicolas Schmerkin

“A Matter of Loaf and Death”


Nick Park
Best Documentary Short Subject  (1 point)


“China’s Unnatural Disaster: Tears of Sichuan Province”
Jon Alpert and Matthew O'Neill

“Last Campaign of Governor Booth Gardner”

Daniel Junge and Henry Ansbacher

“The Last Truck: Closing of a GM Plant”

 
Steven Bognar and Julia Reichert


“Music by Prudence”




Roger Ross Williams and Elinor Burkett

“Rabbit à la Berlin”




Bartek Konopka and Anna Wydra
Best Visual Effects  (1 point)

“Avatar”

Joe Letteri, Stephen Rosenbaum, Richard Baneham and Andrew R. Jones

“District 9”
Dan Kaufman, Peter Muyzers, Robert Habros and Matt Aitken

“Star Trek”
Roger Guyett, Russell Earl, Paul Kavanagh and Burt Dalton
Best Sound Editing  (1 point)


“Avatar”





Christopher Boyes and Gwendolyn Yates Whittle

“The Hurt Locker”



Paul N.J. Ottosson

“Inglourious Basterds”



Wylie Stateman



“Star Trek”




Mark Stoeckinger and Alan Rankin

“Up”





Michael Silvers and Tom Myers
Best Makeup  (1 point)


“Il Divo”





Aldo Signoretti and Vittorio Sodano

“Star Trek”




Barney Burman, Mindy Hall and Joel Harlow

“The Young Victoria”



Jon Henry Gordon and Jenny Shircore
And the Tiebreaker is...

What is the average number of people and/or entities this year’s winners will thank?     ____

This one probably requires a little explanation.  It has been said that one of the largest annoyances the viewers of the ceremony have is the long, rambling acceptance speeches that thank a whole bunch of professional cohorts that nobody cares about.  So, in an effort to make the show more enjoyable for those of us who don’t possess comprehensive knowledge of Hollywood publicists, the producers have requested that all of the nominees prepare two speeches – a short one for the big stage that deemphasizes thank-yous and instead “shares their passion and what the Oscar means to them” – and a long one given backstage where they can kiss as much industry ass as they deem appropriate, and the entire grocery list will be viewable online.  In theory, this should cut down the number of thank yous.  But we’re curious to see just how admirably the winners heed the producers’ call.  So we’re going to quantify it.  Every time a nominee thanks a person or a group or an entity in their speech for the broadcast, we’re going to count it.  And at the end of the night, we’re going to calculate the average number of thank yous proffered by the winners.
A few details.  First, we’re going to count the number of people and/or entities being thanked, not the words themselves.  So if a winner says, “Thank you, Mom, thank you, thank you, thank you!”, that’s just one thank you.  Second, we’re counting collective entities as one thank you.  So if a winner thanks Sony Pictures and the guys who run the craft service truck, that’s two thank yous.  Third, we’ll count individuals called out even if they’re part of a larger collective that has already been thanked.  So if a winner thanks everybody at Creative Artists, especially Chazz and Lisa, that’s three thank yous.  Fourth, those thanked need not be people.  If a winner sees fit to thank the collective creative spirit of the Hollywood community, hey, that counts.  Fifth, since the speech time is generally calculated by award and not by individual speaking, we’re going to count the average number thanked by award and not by individual.  In other words, if all four guys nominated for visual effects jump in front of the mic for a few seconds to thank a couple of people, we’ll total them together before averaging their total into the rest.  And finally, we’ll calculate the average number of thank yous to the nearest tenth of a thank you, rounding up or down as appropriate.  Though not necessary, you’re encouraged to follow that degree of precision.  If you guess 3, we’ll assume that means 3.0.
As always, Amanda and I will make the official count along with any appropriate judgment calls.  Our decision is final, unless one of us will be directly affected by the outcome, in which case we’ll appoint some kind of independent arbiter to approve.
How To Enter This Form...
...by E-mail:
dominic@skilletdoux.com
…by online submission form:

http://www.academyawardspool.com
...by phone:
410-878-7884

